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School: How Has It Changed? 
School has changed in some ways over time. Let’s learn about 
those ways. 

Schools did not always have computers. How is school today different 
from school many years ago? 

School: Then and Now 

School Buildings  

 
Dynamic Graphics  
Then: Many schoolhouses had only one classroom. 
Students of all ages learned together.  

photos.com  
Now: Most school buildings have many classrooms. 
Students in each class are about the same age.  



C O N C E P T S  O F  COM P RE HEN S I O N :  C O M PAR E  AN D  C O NT R AS T  2 n d  G RAD E  U N I T

Reading Passage 
 

 

 
Text: Copyright © 2006 Weekly Reader Corporation.  All rights reserved. 
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation.  Used 
by permission. From Weekly Reader 2, Student Edition, 9/8/06. 
© 2010 Urban Education Exchange.  All rights reserved. 

 

2

School Tools  

 
Value/SuperStock  
Then: Students listened carefully to a phonograph. 
That is a machine that plays recordings.  

 
photos.com  
Now:  Students use computers during lessons. 
They wear headphones to listen and learn.  
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School Rules  

 
Library of Congress  
Then: Students raised their hands to answer 
questions. The teacher called on students to 
respond.  

 
Fotostock/SuperStock;  
Now: Students still raise their hands to answer 
questions. That is one way school has not changed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


